THE ROTARY RIVERSIDE PARK
MASTER PLAN
UPDATED JUNE 2022
Submitted by John Forrest

1. OVERVIEW
The Rotary Riverside Park is located in the heart of the City of
Brainerd, Minnesota on the east bank of the Mississippi River.
The park consists of approximately 195 acres with an estimated
5,465 front feet on the Mississippi River, over 1,250 feet on Little
Buﬀalo Creek, 45 acres of wetland, 1.9 miles of trails and a 14
acre field.
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3. AERIAL MAP - EAST PARK BOUNDARIES ARE IN BLUE
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4. LIDAR MAP
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5. ROTARY RIVERSIDE PARK LAND ACQUISITION HISTORY
The history of land acquisition for the park is as follows:
The initial land acquisition is known as the Roberts Parcel
*Acquired in December, 2011 for $35,000. Assessed
value $75,100
*38 acres. 1,340’ (+/-) Mississippi River frontage
*$17,500 Grant from the Natural and Scenic Area Grant
Fund, $15,500 in Rotary funds and $2,000 from the
Brainerd Lakes General Fund of the Central
Minnesota Community Foundation
• The second acquisition was three parcels from Crow Wing
County
*Acquired in July, 2013
*Crow Wing County tax forfeit land
*17 acres. 631’ Mississippi River frontage. 1,225’ Little
Buﬀalo Creek frontage
*Special enabling legislation by the Minnesota
Legislature
*$10,170 acquisition price (assessed value plus costs).
$9,700 assessed value
*$5,170 donation from Millie Gjertsen and $5,000 in
Rotary funds
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• The third acquisition was the Larson Parcel.
*Acquired in 2016
*25,000 (+/-) sq ft
*Future Trail corridor which would allow access from
southeast and the Buﬀalo Hills Bike Trail
*Donation of land, survey by WSN and legal by Brad
Person
• The fourth parcel(s) acquired from Edgewood Homes.
*Acquired in 2017. Assessed value of $26,500
*45 acres of wetland and land east of bike trail
*Donation to the City of Brainerd
• The fifth parcel was acquired from Harvey and Pat Johnston.
*Acquired in

Assessed Vale of $

*East of bike trail. Frontage on Little Buﬀalo Creek.
Allows trail connection to Cul de Sac on Linden Lane.
*Donation to the City of Brainerd
Total of all acquired land is +100 acres with an estimated 1,971
feet river frontage and 1,225 feet creek frontage. This adjoins
city owned land to make a park area of approximately 195
acres with an estimated 5,465 feet Mississippi River frontage.
Rotary initiated and facilitated all land acquisition with the City
of Brainerd as owner. The city has designated all the acquired
land to be part of the Rotary Riverside Park.
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6. FOUNDING VISION STATEMENT
The Rotary Riverside Park will be an urban natural retreat
serving as a natural resources based city park for use by
individuals, families and groups to explore, enjoy and
participate in low impact outdoor activities, wildlife
observation and educational opportunities.
7. SCENIC AND NATURAL AREA GRANT RESTRICTIONS
The initial land acquisition for the Rotary Riverside Park,
known as the Roberts Parcel, occurred in 2010 and consisted
of 38 acres. Funds from The Rotary Club of Brainerd and
matching funds from the Natural and Scenic Area Grants
program were used to help with this acquisition. Grant
restrictions placed upon this parcel restrict use of the land to
“passive recreational activities, such as nature observation,
walking or hiking, bird watching, cross country skiing, snow
shoeing, canoeing, photography and similar low impact
activities.” Additional restrictions state that “limited facilities to
support these activities, such as trails, overlooks, interpretive
displays, benches, informational and boundary signage,
protective fencing, and parking, are available uses.”
(Source: Guideline for Use and Development Land Acquired
with Natural and Scenic Area Grants).
8. ROTARY’S COMMITMENT TO THE CITY OF BRAINERD
The Brainerd Rotary Club’s Board of Directors, upon the
founding of the park in 2010, made a commitment that the club
would be responsible for the maintenance of and
enhancements to the park and the park would not be a
financial or operational burden upon the Brainerd Parks
Department or the City of Brainerd.
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9. THE ROTARY RIVERSIDE PARK MASTER PLAN GOALS
• Review current status of the park
• Include information on the parks’ creation
• Create a visionary and strategic document
• Represent current community value, recreational needs and
desires
• Outline the Rotary Club’s Master Plan vision for club use
• Outline the Rotary Club’s Master Plan vision for the Brainerd
Park’s Department and City of Brainerd’s approval
• Address recreation and natural resources management
• Record a timeline of accomplishments made
• Develop a list of planned enhancements with timeline
• Guide future planning and enhancements to the park
10. PARK MANAGEMENT
The Rotary Riverside Park is a City of Brainerd Park
managed by the Brainerd Park’s Department. The Rotary
Club of Brainerd has been responsible for trail development,
bench construction, entrance gateway construction, pavilion
construction and trail mowing. The Brainerd Public Utilities
(BPU) has graciously agreed to mow the entry area around the
parking lot and the double sided bench. BPU also mows the
area of the new Centennial Pavilion.
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11. PARK USE - RECREATION
• Walking and Hiking
• Biking on Buﬀalo Hills Trail
• Cross Country Skiing
• Snow Shoeing
• Birdwatching
• Wildlife Observation
• Kite Flying
• Photography
• Picnicking
12. PARK USE - EDUCATION
Rotary Riverside Park will serve as an outdoor resource for
sharing environmental education knowledge and as a
classroom for teachers, naturalists, and non-formal educators
and groups. The unique and diverse environment of the park is
appropriate for all ages and abilities.
Area schools and educators will have access to this outdoor
laboratory component encouraging students to reinforce
classroom learning by applying it in environmental settings.
The health of our environment starts with and is perpetuated by
a personal connection to it. By providing this outdoor space as
a classroom, Rotary is promoting an individual and shared
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commitment to the responsible use, management, and
preservation of our natural resources.
Rotary Riverside Park is a place where minds open to the joy
and wonder of discovery in the natural world by involving
children and adults in direct observation of and participation in
the outdoors.
This Rotary Riverside Park provides the stage for diverse
curriculums focused on earth and life sciences, history, cultural
studies, and adventure for area schools and groups including:
•
•
•
•
•

Central Lakes College
K-12 area schools
Environmentally focused organizations and study groups
Child care centers
Senior centers

13. PARK CONNECTIVITY
The Buﬀalo Hills Trail runs through Rotary Riverside Park and is
part of an approximate 7 mile looping trail within the City of
Brainerd. Part of this loop utilizes the Cuyuna Lakes Trail,
joining with the Buﬀalo Hills Trail at the Mississippi River bridge
on College Drive in Brainerd. From the bridge, the Cuyuna
Lakes Trail runs north along the river and joins with the Paul
Bunyan State Trail after crossing the Mississippi River on Laurel
Street in Brainerd. The Cuyuna Lakes Trail will, when
completed, join the Cuyuna Recreational Area in Crosby,
Minnesota to Brainerd, where it will meet the Paul Bunyan State
Trail. The Paul Bunyan State Trail runs from Crow Wing State
Park, south of Brainerd to Lake Bemidji State Park, north of
Bemidji, Minnesota.
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The Three Bridges Trail project in Brainerd proposes extending
the river trail from the Mississippi Landing Trailhead to connect
with Memorial Park in North Brainerd. Once completed, the
following parks in Brainerd will have trail connection: Memorial
Park, Lum Park, Bane Park, Buﬀalo Hills Park, Rotary Riverside
Park, Buster Dog Park, Kiwanis Park and the Mississippi
Landings Trailhead. In addition, there will be paved trail
connection to Crow Wing State Park, the Cuyuna Recreational
Area and Lake Bemidji State Park. The Paul Bunyan Trail
intersects the Heartland Trail in Walker, Minnesota and will
connect to the Veterans trail, south of Brainerd.
14. EXTENSION OF CUYUNA LAKES TRAIL FROM BUFFALO
HIILS TRAIL TO THE 371 BRIDGE
A trail connection from the Buﬀalo Hills Trail south to the
Highway 371 Bridge on the east side of the Mississippi River
has been proposed and would make a paved trail
connection from Crow Wing State Park to Downtown Brainerd
and a looping trail between Brainerd, Baxter and Crow Wing
State Park.
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15. NATURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY
The park is located in the City of Brainerd, Minnesota and is in
the heart of the city. Most of the park is in the Mississippi River
floodplain, although only a small part at the extreme
southern end of the park experiences regular flooding. The
park consists of approximately 195 acres with 5,465 feet of
Mississippi River frontage, over 1,250 feet frontage on Little
Buﬀalo Creek, approximately 45 acres of wetland, 1.9 miles of
natural surface trails and a 14 acre open field. Approximately
8.5 acres of the field was planted in a prairie wetland, pollinator
friendly seed mixture as a part of a prairie restoration project
by Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District (CWSWCD)
in the fall of 2017.
Additional species of plants were added in 2019 with the
planting of approximately 16,000 plant plugs of desirable,
threatened and endangered species as part of the Field of
Seeds project. The field will serve as a seed bank for soil and
water conservation projects. Along with the open field the park
includes an area of floodplain dense canopy forest. Tree
species in the park include Ash, Mountain Ash, Norway Pine,
White Pine, Red Oak, Burr Oak, Crabapple, Chokecherry, Silver
Maple, Birch, Popular and others. Wildlife within the park
includes bear, deer, beaver, otter, eagles, osprey, ducks, geese,
turkeys, sandhill cranes, swans, bittern, turtles and others.
Over 170 species of songbirds have been identified in the
immediate vicinity of the park and many visit the park as it
includes 5,465 feet on the Mississippi flyway.
16. NATURAL RESOURCES STATEMENT
Any enhancements to the park provided by the Rotary Club of
Brainerd to the Rotary Riverside Park will focus on maintaining,
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restoring and enhancing the quality and resilience of natural
resources to provide an outstanding setting for passive
activities, nature based outdoor recreation and education.
17. NATURAL RESOURCES STEWARDSHIP PLAN
• Focus on prolific invasive species control to enable the
restoration of a balanced native vegetation community to
foster an ecosystem more resilient to pests and non-native
species invasion.
• Assist in the development and maintenance of the Field of
Seeds including invasive and non-desirable species removal
within the project area.
• Identify and prioritize for planting areas to enhance
diversity in tree growth within the park.
• Develop educational signage for the Field of Seeds project as
well as the remainder of the park.
• Collaborate with City of Brainerd, the Department of
Natural Resources, Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation
District and others to assist in best stormwater management
practices for Little Buﬀalo Creek.
• Focus on the park’s wetlands to positively impact water
level for optimum water quality, healthy vegetative
communities and optimum wildlife production.
• Assist in the control and remediation of anthropogenic
pollution.
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18. THE FIELD OF SEEDS
The field in the Rotary Riverside Park was the Crow Wing
County project for the Thirteen Counties Propagating Native
Plants, Restoring Diverse Habitats grant as funded by the
Environmental and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) and
administered by the Crow Wing County Soil and Water
Conservation District (CWCSWCD). Approximately 8.5 acres of
the field were planted in “desirable, threatened and
endangered” plant species. In the summer of 2019, over 16,000
plants plugs were planted in the project area. There are
outstanding educational opportunities available as this area will
develop as a seed bank for projects throughout Minnesota.
Opportunities include planting, cultivating, nurturing, invasive
species identification and control, and seed harvesting by
hand.
For synopsis of the 13 Counties Propagating Native Plants,
Restoring Diverse Habitats grants see APPENDIX A.
19. THE ROTARY RIVERSIDE PARK ENTRANCE GATEWAY
The Rotary Riverside Park Entrance Gateway project was
started in summer of 2019. With plan drawings by Rotarian
Rick zumBrunnen and project management by Rotarian Peter
Nelson the project was completed in June of 2020. Project
funding included a major donation by Rotarian Paula and her
spouse Mark Persons, a Rotary District 5580 grant, the
Brainerd Rotary Foundation and the Rotary Club of Brainerd.
Major assistance in the construction project was provided by
Rotary members and the Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge.
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The Rotary Riverside Park Entrance Gateway. Completed in
June of 2020.
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20. THE ROTARY CLUB OF BRAINERD CENTENNIAL PAVILION.
The Rotary Club of Brainerd will be celebrating its Centennial in
2022. This significant occasion will be celebrated with
completion of the construction of The Gathering Place at the
Rotary Riverside Park. This structure is 880 square feet (22’ X
40’) and utilizes the rough sawn timber and field stone design
as used in the Rotary Riverside Park Entrance Project. Project
design was provided by Rick zumBrunnen, project
management was provided by Peter Nelson.
The Gathering Place provides a site for educational outreach
to be used by the Central Lakes College, Brainerd K - 12
schools, local clubs and organizations as well as the general
public. The Brainerd Parks Department will be responsible for
scheduling events/activities.
Construction of The Gathering Place will be completed in 2022
and construction of a fireplace is planned for 2023 and a rest
room for 2024.
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21. THE ROTARY RIVERSIDE PARK DEVELOPMENT PLAN
WITH TIMELINES
• Manage buckthorn - on going
• Clean up storm damage at south end of park - ongoing
• Burn brush piles - as needed
• Tree planting - annual. Memorial Tree planting as appropriate.
• Landscape the Centennial Pavilion - 2022.
• Solar for the Centennial Pavilion - 2022.
• Parking lot for Centennial Pavilion - 2022.
• Develop River’s Edge trail - 2022 (See Addendum A)
• Directional signage on Linden Lane Cul de Sac and at trail
crossing of Belle Rae Circle and Pineview Drive - 2022
• Observation deck/bird watching deck on BPU Bunker - 2023.
• Fireplace for the Centennial Pavilion- 2024.
• Rest room for Centennial Pavilion - 2025.
• River trail boardwalk - 2026 (See Addendum D)
• Re-set Clemson Leveler - TBD.
• Construction of wetland boardwalk - TBD (See Addendum E)
• Connect park, Buﬀalo Hills Trail, Cuyuna Lakes Trail,
Paul Bunyan Trail and Crow Wing State Park - TBD (See
Addendum F)
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22. OTHER ENHANCEMENT CONSIDERATIONS (See
Addendum G)
Improvements discussed in the Master Plan Development
Process which require additional study include:
• Audubon designations of the park as an important bird
area.
• Trail crossing over the Mississippi River
• Expansion of park boundaries
• Utilization of Frenchman’s Island (See Appendix E)
• Install martin houses
• Build chimney swift towers
• Develop bluebird trail
• Birdwatching Blind
• Install bat houses
• Install bee hives
• Install Security cameras
• Install Webcam
• Produce video about the park for social media/marketing use
• Little Buﬀalo Creek crossing
• Water control structure on Little Buﬀalo Creek
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23. PARK MAINTENANCE PLAN
The Rotary Club of Brainerd is responsible for trail maintenance
in the park including mowing and filling of ruts. Deadfall and
storm damaged trees should be removed on a timely basis. An
ongoing eﬀort to combat invasive species, especially
buckthorn, must be maintained by club members. Treating the
benches with wood preservatives should be done as needed.
Coordinating the removal of invasive plant species in the Field
of Seeds should be done in cooperation with the CWSWCD.
24. FUNDING SOURCES
Sources of possible funding for the park include:
• Club members, Club funds, the Brainerd Rotary Foundation
• Rotary District 5580 grants
• DNR Local Trails Connection Program
• DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant Program
• Conservation Partners Legacy Grant Program through the
Outdoor Heritage Fund
• Parks and Trails Legacy Grant Program through the Greater
Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission
• Federal Recreational Trail Program
• Local Foundations
• Local community minded businesses, individuals and
families.
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25. ADDENDUM A - RIVER’S EDGE TRAIL
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Proposed_Trailhead_Picnic_Area

26. ADDENDUM B - BPU CONCRETE BUNKER. CONSTRUCT
DECK/OBSERVATION PLATFORM/BIRD WATCHING PLATFORM
USING CONCRETE BUNKER AS A BASE.
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27. ADDENDUM C - RIVER TRAIL BOARDWALK

SEASONAL
FLOODING ON THE
RIVER TRAIL
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28. ADDENDUM D - WETLAND BOARDWALK
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29. ADDENDUM D(2) - WETLAND BOARDWALK LOCATION
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30. ADDENDUM E - BUFFALO HILLS TRAIL EXTENSION TO
HWY 371 BRIDGE
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31. ADDENDUM F - OTHER ENHANCEMENT
CONSIDERATIONS
Trail crossing over the Mississippi River

Provide additional benches along trails
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Clean up storm damage at
south end of park
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Install Martin house in
Field of Seeds

Blue bird trail around
perimeter of Field of Seeds

Bat houses throughout the
park
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Install chimney swift towers
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Concept of a crossing over Little
Buffalo Creek

Concept of a crossing with a water control
structure and trail crossing over Little
Buffalo Creek
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Concept of Paver Patio by parking lot
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33. APPENDIX A
FIELD OF SEEDS INFORMATION SYNOPSIS
The information below concerns the grant for the field in the Rotary
Riverside Park. Sections were lifted from the grant proposal and
condensed to provide focused information as to the grant and the
Rotary Riverside Park. This Information is believed to be correctto-date (February 4, 2017).
PROJECT TITLE: Thirteen Counties Propagating Native Plants and
Restoring Diverse Habitats.
AMOUNT: The net amount of the grant for the Rotary Riverside
Park is approximately $35,000.00
I. PROJECT STATEMENT: Providing habitat for “species in greatest
conservation need” will be accomplished by protecting and
expanding diverse native forest and prairie habitats in 13 counties
touching 4 regions of the state. The project focus is restoring
uncommon/rare at‐risk native plant species to provide habitat for
other at‐ risk species. Project partners will use local ecotype native
plants that are aggressive enough to compete with and overtake
invasive species, in order to reclaim areas where non‐native species
have started. Plant materials with origins near the restoration sites
and seed from sites certified by the Minnesota Crop Improvement
Association or local source Yellow Tag Seed will be used. The
Minnesota Crop Improvement Association will be involved with
certification of species on new project sites.
Local source species are chosen for planting that match the
growing conditions of the restoration sites. In each of the new
partnering counties, species selection will be made depending on
local ecotype species availability and the characteristics of
restoration sites. Species that appear to be rare will be targeted in
each county along with the necessary supporting species.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES:
ACTIVITY 1: Collect and propagate plant materials from rare/diﬃcult
to start species.
Description: Plant materials will be collected from species that have
little or no presence in plantings or restorations. These species will
be propagated and planted into protected sites. Species that have
not produced seed will continue to be monitored to catch “their
year” when seed and/or vegetative growth is produced for use in
the project. We will work with approximately 160 diﬀerent native
plant species. Species will be propagated in greenhouse space
and/or open space, including planting directly into restoration
sites...
...The focus is to incorporate as many of these and the less
common species back into habitat restoration projects where the
species lists have been rather short. The intent is to make the rarer
species more common, to provide additional diversity on
restoration sites, and to help provide these species with the
capability of spreading to a larger percent of the natural
landscape...
ACTIVITY 2: Planting local source native species into habitats to
replace invasive species.
Description: This activity focuses on new restoration sites primarily
where invasive species are being removed and replaced with
competitive native species. Both prairie and forest habitats are
included in this initiative. One of the main restoration goals is to fill
every niche in the native landscape to increase resistance to
invasion by non‐native species. Adding native plant materials will
provide the food base diversity to meet the needs of many species
of concern on up the food chain...
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ACTIVITY 3: Education, outreach and technology transfer. Facilitate
starting new projects.
Description: This 13 county initiative provides sharing of
propagation methods, planting techniques and partnerships with
others who have an interest in protecting native habitats and
expanding the use of local source native species into suitable
locations on habitat restorations. This project will help new partners
get projects on the ground. Project partners will be encouraged to
take advantage of recommended training to help with the
development of their propagation skills and with identification of
native plant seedlings.
Project Impact and Long‐term Strategy:
This project is part of a long term strategy to protect and manage
natural landscapes and deal with invasive plant species that are
invading and replacing the native species. These native species
provide the habitat vital to the survival of the rare and at‐risk
species which rely on diverse native habitats for survival.
Management strategies developed or modified to meet local
conditions and needs through this project are expected to be useful
for habitat protection and restoration projects throughout the state.
This project will work within the existing Cooperative Weed
Management Area and encourage the expansion of CWMA eﬀorts.
Key individuals and organizations will be identified in each project
area to help develop the enthusiasm to drive and move the projects
into the future, providing the support for maintenance activities and
continuing to protect and add diversity to ecosystems as they
develop.
Continued eﬀorts to reduce the devastating impacts of invasive
species and the protection and restoration of native plant
communities will be needed from the LCCMR and many other
sources if we are going to protect native habitats for future
generations. The need is long term and statewide.
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34. APPENDIX B
ROTARY RIVERSIDE PARK
HYPERLINKS

1. Lakeland News. Brainerd Rotary Donates Riverfront Property,
January 6, 2010
https://youtu.be/0YH-Or_e9LQ
2. Installation of Benches at Rotary Riverside Park on October 4,
2014. Thank You Dan Hegstad.
https://youtu.be/wieFPscBW-I
3. Clearing Trails Brainerd Rotary Park, October 10, 2015.
Thank you Dan Hegstad.
https://youtu.be/hSHlTWN3_vs
4. Rotary Riverside Park Clean Up Day on 2017. Thank you
Dan Hegstad.
https://youtu.be/3npQOIiSpsk
5. Drone flight over wetland at site of Centennial Project proposed
wildlife observation platform and boardwalk. Thank you Dan
Hegstad.
https://youtu.be/MmhySZ-MCN4
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6. WSN drone flights at diﬀerent elevations from the proposed
location for the Centennial Project wildlife observation platform and
boardwalk. Thank you Tim Ramerth and WSN.
https://youtu.be/Nri8jwUpkJ8
https://youtu.be/-Xt6uZ-2j1U
https://youtu.be/5QxQjfhPxkU
https://youtu.be/QqXm6BQSye0
https://youtu.be/u1Qd25Om2u8
https://youtu.be/9ewL2_qX2rs
https://youtu.be/Bl06HyhyLNc
7. Construction of the Park Entrance Gateway
Gateway Construction fall 2019.mp4
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35. APPENDIX C
MISSISSIPPI RIVERFRONT
HYPERLINKS
1. Brainerd Riverfront promo piece. Click lower left corner start.
https://videopress.com/v/4RGPbOQP
2. Brainerd Riverfront Webpage.
brainerdriverfront.org
3. Find on Facebook.
Brainerd Riverfront
4. Lakeland News report, June 2, 2014.
https://youtu.be/I_Aunma7hbg
36. APPENDIX D
MISSISSIPPI RIVERFRONT
MISC INFO
1.

Riverfront Visioning SEH. January 25, 2010. (click then scroll
to see content).

HTTP://WWW.SEHINC.COM/FILES/ONLINE/
BRAINERD%20AREA%20RIVERFRONT%20INTRODUCTION%20
MEETING%201_25_2010.PDF

Page 37

37. APPENDIX E
INFORMATION ON FRENCHMAN’S ISLAND
From: Fert Faust <fertfaust@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 6:23 PM
To: Tony Sailer <tsailer@ci.brainerd.mn.us>
Subject: {external} RE: {external} RE: {external} RE: {external} RE:
{external} rocks

Here is a bit of a Timeline:
Frenchie’s Island Timeline:
This island is the second island south of the College Drive Bridge in
Brainerd, MN, and is listed on the maps as First Island, AKA Frenchman’s
Island.

1926: The Frenchman, John T. Germaine dies, giving the island to M. E. DeRosier
1936 (about): “Ladies Drum and Bugle Corps had a car run into them while they
were marching on Laurel Street, because that was a time we had just returned
from the island the same day. I think it was in 1936”. –RS

1958: The island is legally documented property deeded to the De Rosier’s by
Gov. Freeman and the State Legislature. Because at one time the island was part
of the mainland, it is platted as # 16 & 17. Thus it was called Island # 17 or First
Island. We sold the whole package in 1968 to the Developers (Stegner,
Hendrickson & McNutt) They are no longer in business.
1968: We sold the whole package to the Developers (Stenger, Henderson &
McNutt) They are no longer in business (2009)
-Carl W. Faust, October 14, 2009. Some excerpts are from Rose (DeRosier)
Schaffhausen [RS], daughter of M. E. DeRosier, sister of Joe DeRosier.

From: Fert Faust <fertfaust@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 6:09 PM
To: Tony Sailer <tsailer@ci.brainerd.mn.us>
Subject: {external} RE: {external} RE: {external} RE: {external} RE:
{external} rocks
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Frenchie’s 101:
I have been trying to find out Frenchie’s owner since about
2008. Mark tried in 2011. On maps about then, the Brd./Baxter
line was right down the middle. I inquired at the courthouse and
nobody knew. Google appears to give it to Baxter. Fix that!
This is a dandy nature preserve…deer, and buckthorn, and
LOTS of buckthorn. HUGE maple trees.
Then…I met Rose.
In the attached Word doc., the Joe DeRosier mentioned just
passed away in 2017. I was to interview him last winter! His
sister is Rose Schaffhausen, the one who was writing a booklet
on it. I have been searching the site for a decade on her
direction, and uncovered & photographed a lot of cool stuff,
JUST as Rose described it when she and Joe’s family summered
out there. This was after the bridge to it from the west was put
in by Mitch. Note the land in question included

some lots on the mainland. At one time it was nearly walkable
across the river. Note the 1939 DNR map, and the bridge, but
the river was nearly non-flowing on the west side.
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The Frenchman’s cabin basement is still there. I have not
written on it for obvious reasons. This island has a TON of early
history, and if you guys can lay claim to it this would be great.
It may be bridged again for snowmobilers or hikers, who
knows? The 1930’s bridge was a suspended CABLE bridge, and
there are remnants of the cable, I understand, but have not
spotted them. Chuck Schmidt once found it, and we were out
there, but it was too thick and buggy that day. I can’t find
remnants of it on the west mainland, either. I have found the
Frenchman’s garbage dump, but it is intermixed with Mitchel's
and Joe’s, however I can pretty well tell the difference. The ol’
boy was NOT a teatotaler. 2009 dig:
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A little secret…at one time there was apparently a cable
stretched from the EAST mainland to the island. Part of the
cable is still there, but I don’t advertise that either.
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I found 2 PILINGS on the west side, but mysteriously, they
disappeared a few years after I found them! These photos are all
that remain, 11/2012:
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Too many people rootin’ around down there, often in pickup
trucks. I think the Frenchman was corralling logs, whether for a
logging company, or as a scab, and storing them in the west
channel.
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