BRAINERD ROTARY CLUB
Rotary Riverside Park Update
DATE: November 9, 2020

WE HAD A GREAT WORKDAY ON OCTOBER 28.
First priority was to spread mulch on
the trees recently planted. Our mulch
team was Carol Johnson, John
Forrest, and Mark Dockendorf. This
is considered good practice to keep
the ground moist, prevents
compaction and reduces weed
growth.

Brainerd Public Utilities (BPU) cleaned up the brush
around the pumping station bunker at the river’s edge.
By cleaning this up they were able to chip the trees
and brush. They left a very nice pile of clean wood
chips for our use in the park. They also indicated that
the bunker would be painted in the spring and
hopefully could be kept graffiti free.

Ann Marie Root brought
SUBWAY lunch for the
crew. Shown in this
picture are Ann Marie
Root, Buford Johnson,
Mark Dockendorf, Bill
Potvin, Paul Allegra,
Pete Nelson, Paul
Cibuzar, Steve
Johnson (Buford’s
son), Dan Klement and
Jim Roelofs with photo
by John Forrest.

There are still Buckthorn piles to be
burned. This photo shows the difficulty of
burning a pile with too much air. The
piles need to be compressed so that
they will burn. Only the compressed
portion of this pile would actually burn.
This pile will be compressed in the
spring and we will make another attempt
at getting it burned. The white area in the
front of the photo is the remaining ash.

There are stump piles and dead fall
remaining. These were too wet to
attempt burning at this time. When
we have a spring workday and the
conditions are good, we will attempt
further burning of the piles.

A special THAK YOU to the following for
the time equipment and fuel donated for
the day.
• Paul Allegra - Skid steer with
grapple, 100hp John Deere and a
large dump trailer for hauling.
• Paul Cibuzar – Skid steer with
grapple.
• Bill Potvin, Dan Klement and
Steve Johnson – chain saws,
fuel, and accessories.
• Pete Nelson – Tractor with
grapple, Ranger, trailer, and
flame thrower.

The park looks better all the time. It is
ready for winter.
Coming up:
• Possible stump grinding to
accommodate cross country ski
trail grooming.
• Paul Cibuzar will groom cross
country ski trails as conditions
develop.
• Winter torching of burn piles.
• Spring construction of the
centennial Project.

